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1916 is a year of huge emotional and political significance in Irish history. 
For many, it is the defining moment when Ireland demanded to be 
free. For others it was the end of the Home Rule effort and potentially 
a more peaceful transition to independence. For relatives of Irishmen 
who served in the British Army during World War I, the 1916 Rising 
changed forever the perception of their families’ loss.  For relatives of 
the leaders of and participants in the Rising itself, there are, I  imagine, 
mixed feelings: enormous pride, but also a tragic personal cost. The 
main political traditions in Ireland are entwined with the events and 
personalities of 1916, the revolutionary period up to 1921 and the Civil 
War beyond.  
  Perspectives on the Rising are constantly changing. Global and 
national events, particularly the violence associated with the Troubles, 
have complicated perceptions of nationalism in Ireland, and in turn 
views of the Rising itself. The British perspective on Ireland and the 
Rising has also changed radically over the 100 years. For many younger 
people today, 1916 has little resonance, partly because, as generations 
have passed, so too have the real human connections with the people of 
that time, and partly because Ireland itself has changed so much over  
the century.
  In our approach to commemorating 1916, RTÉ is embracing all of 
this complexity. RTÉ is planning a range of programming and events 
– across television, radio, mobile and beyond – where audiences can 
engage with, understand, commemorate and celebrate 1916. We will 
also frame the future, and take stock of what has been achieved over 
100 years, and what of the promise of the Declaration remains to be 
fulfilled. RTÉ wants to engage, by telling the stories of the key events and 
protagonists, but also of the ordinary families, children, soldiers, and the 
broader cultural context of the time. 
 At its best, public service media ensures that there is a publicly 
owned space where we can come together, remember together, celebrate 
together. It allows us to understand events and moments of crisis 
together, and to discuss and debate, agree and disagree. I believe that in 
this special commemorative year, this is RTÉ’s unique role. I very much 
hope the public join us on this journey. 
 
Noel Curran
Director-General, RTÉ
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Tá suntas mór ó thaobh mothúcháin agus ó thaobh polaitíochta leis an 
mbliain 1916 i stair na hÉireann. Is í bliain a cinniúna í ag cuid mhór, 
an t-am ar éiligh Éire saoirse. Ag daoine eile, b’shin deireadh leis an 
bhfeachtas maidir le Rialtas Dúchais agus athrú níos síochánta, b’fhéidir, 
go dtí an neamhspleáchas. Ag daoine muinteartha le hÉireannaigh a 
throid in Arm na Breataine i rith an Chogadh Domhanda I, chuir Éirí 
Amach 1916 athrú go deo ar an dearcadh i leith ar chaill a dteaghlach leis 
sin. Ag daoine muinteartha le ceannairí an Éirí Amach féin, agus le daoine 
eile a bhí páirteach ann, glacaim leis go bhfuil mothúcháin éagsúla i gceist; 
bród agus mórtas ar bhealach amháin, ach an méala pearsanta chomh 
maith céanna. Tá na príomhdhreamanna polaitíochta in Éirinn fite fuaite 
lena chéile agus le heachtraí agus le pearsantachtaí na bliana 1916, le 
tréimhse na réabhlóide go dtí an bhliain 1921, agus le Cogadh na gCarad 
ina dhiaidh sin.
 Bíonn athrú seasta maidir le dearcadh ar an Éirí Amach. Fágann 
ar thit amach ar fud an domhain agus ar fud an oileáin seo, go háirithe 
eachtraí foréigin a bhain leis na Trioblóidí, gur casta dearcadh dhaoine ar 
an náisiúnachas in Éirinn, agus dá réir sin ar an Éirí Amach féin. Tá athrú ó 
bhonn tagtha ar dhearcadh na Breataine ar Éirinn agus ar an Éirí Amach le 
100 bliain anuas chomh maith. Tá cuid mhór den dream óg sa lá atá inniu 
ann ar beag a thagann 1916 i gceist dóibh agus is cuid den chúis leis sin go 
bhfuil, le himeacht na nglúnta, an ceangal díreach a bhíodh ag daoine le 
muintir na linne imithe i léig, cuid eile den chúis go bhfuil athrú chomh 
mór sin tagtha ar Éirinn in imeacht céad bliain.
 Agus RTÉ ag cur chuig comóradh a dhéanamh ar 1916, níl aon chuid 
den chastacht sin á seachaint. Tá réimse de chláracha agus d’imeachtaí – ar 
fud seirbhísí teilifíse, raidió, fón póca agus eile – leagtha amach ag RTÉ ar 
féidir leis an lucht féachana agus éisteachta teacht i ngleic leo, tuiscint a 
chothú, comóradh agus ceiliúradh a dhéanamh ar 1916. Beidh aird freisin 
ar théarmaí tagartha don am atá romhainn, an méid a tugadh i gcrích le 
céad bliain anuas á mheas agus an méid dár gealladh san Fhorógra agus 
nár baineadh amach go fóill á áireamh. Is mian le RTÉ caidreamh a chothú 
trí na scéalta a bhaineann leis na príomheachtraí agus na príomhphearsaí 
a chur in iúl, ach, anuas air sin, scéal ghnáth-theaghlaigh, leanaí, 
shaighdiúirí na haimsire a ríomh chomh maith agus sin i gcomhthéacs 
leathan chultúr na linne.
 Nuair is fearr iad, cinntíonn meáin cumarsáide seirbhíse poiblí 
go bhfuil spás ar fáil faoi úinéireacht phoiblí inar féidir linn cruinniú 
le chéile, i mbun cuimhneacháin le chéile agus i mbun ceiliúrtha. 
Tugtar deis dúinn teacht ar an tuiscint in éineacht faoi eachtraí agus 
faoi ghéarchéimeanna, plé agus díospóireacht a dhéanamh, aontú agus 
easaontú le chéile. Táimse den tuairim gurb é sin ról sainiúil RTÉ i rith 
bhliain speisialta an chomórtha seo. Tá súil agam go mbeidh an pobal linn 
ar an aistear seo.  
 
Noel Curran
Director-General, RTÉ

Réamhrá



4 Introduction



5RTÉ 1916



6  Television

RTÉ One will shine a  
light on our stories and 
storytellers, commemorating  
and celebrating 1916 through  
a carefully developed schedule  
of drama, factual, Irish- 
language and news and 
current affairs content.
Adrian Lynch 
Channel Controller, RTÉ One
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Watch 

From drama to documentary, factual 
to music, RTÉ One, RTÉ 2 and RTÉjr 
will be at the centre of Ireland’s 1916 
commemorations and celebrations.  
Broadcast details will be announced closer to transmission.



8 Watch

Rebellion begins with the outbreak of World 
War I. As expectations of a short and glorious 
campaign are dashed, social stability is eroded 
and Irish nationalism comes to the fore. The 
tumultuous events that follow are seen through 
the eyes of three young women and their 
families. Lovers and friends from Belfast, Dublin 
and London, they play vital and conflicting 
roles in the narrative of Ireland’s independence. 
Some prioritise family loyalties, and some 
are motivated by the noblest of ideals or 
opportunism; others, meanwhile, take up arms, 
prepared to sacrifice everything for the dream  
of a better society. 

Rebellion

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Drama

Format 
Five-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

Partners: Sundance TV, BAI, Zodiak Media
Sponsor: KIA
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10 Watch

An initiative of the Keough-Naughton Institute 
for Irish Studies at the University of Notre 
Dame, this landmark three part documentary, 
narrated by Liam Neeson, will examine the Easter 
Rising and the subsequent events that led to the 
establishment of an independent Irish State, and 
indirectly to the break-up of the British Empire. 
This series will seek to place the Easter Rising in its 
European and global contexts as anti-colonialism 
found its voice in the wake of World War I. It will 
also explore the crucial role of the United States 
and of Irish America in both the lead-up to and the 
aftermath of the events in Dublin. 

1916

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
Three-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

A Coco Television production in association 
with the University of Notre Dame.
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12 Watch

Four Irish-language programmes will explore 
some fascinating stories. Abbey actor and 
idealist Arthur Shields, who participated in 
the Rising, was interned and subsequently 
became disillusioned and excluded. He then 
went to Hollywood. Why did he never again 
return to the state he fought to found? What 
was the role played by the Capuchin order in 
the rebellion, and what was the official stance 
taken by the Catholic Church? Knight of the 
Realm, humanitarian and anti-Imperialist Roger 
Casement was motivated by disillusionment 
with and disgust for the Empire. How did he 
fit in with “the rebels” and what did he bring 
to the revolutionary movement, before being 
hanged by the British? And what can we learn 
from the National Essay Competition 1966, 
before the Troubles? How was the rebellion 
commemorated and how did it deliver on the 
expectations of the Proclamation then and now, 
50 years on?

Cláracha Gaeilge

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
Four-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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Déantar cíoradh ar scéalta spéisiúla i gceithre cinn 
de chláracha Gaeilge. Aisteoir in Amharclann na 
Mainistreach agus fear idéalachais a bhí in Arthur 
Shields a ghlac páirt san éirí amach, a cuireadh i 
ngéibheann agus d’airigh díomá agus díbirt ina 
dhiaidh sin. Chuaigh sé go Hollywood. Cén fáth 
nár fhill sé riamh ar an stát ar chuidigh sé lena 
bhunú? 
 Cén bhaint a bhí ag ord na gCaipisíneach leis 
an éirí amach, agus cén seasamh oifigiúil ina leith 
a bhí ag an Eaglais Chaitliceach? 
 Ridire de chuid na Ríochta, fear daonchairdis 
agus fear a bhí in aghaidh impiriúlachais; an 
díomá agus an déistin a chuir an Impireacht air an 
spreagadh a bhí ag Ruairí Mac Easmuinn. Cé mar a 
tharraing seisean le “lucht an éirí amach” agus cé 
mar a chuir sé le gluaiseacht na réabhlóide go dtí 
gur chroch lucht na Breataine é? 
 Agus cén chomhairle atá le baint againn as an 
gComórtas Náisiúnta Aistí 1966, sular tharla na 
Trioblóidí? Conas a rinneadh ceiliúradh ar an éirí 
amach agus cé mar a cruthaíodh maidir lena raibh 
súil leis ón bhforógra a thabhairt i gcrích, an tráth 
sin agus sa lá atá inniu ann, leathchéad bliain níos 
faide anall? 

Cláracha Gaeilge

Seirbhís 
RTÉ One

Catagóir 
FÍorasach

Formáid 
Sraith ceithre chuid

Fón Póca/Ar Line 
RTÉ Player
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Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

Musician and activist Bob Geldof has a long-
standing admiration for the work of the poet 
W.B. Yeats. “I can’t imagine my life without 
travelling with one of [Yeats’] books. [...] When 
words fail, his words will do.” Written by Bob 
Geldof and historian and Yeats scholar Roy Foster, 
this landmark two-part documentary series 
examines W.B. Yeats’ life and work in the context 
of the cultural revolution that preceded 1916, and 
illustrates how his work remains as pertinent 
today as when it was first written.

He’s So Modern: 
Geldof on Yeats

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Arts

Format 
Two-part series

Co-production with the BBC and the  
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
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This documentary launches a season of arts 
programmes focusing on the legacy of the poets, 
artists, playwrights and novelists whose work 
inspired, and transformed, Ireland over a century 
ago. Built around carefully selected key texts 
and works from the Celtic Revival period, the 
documentary illustrates how artists and writers 
played a pivotal role in shaping the events that 
led to 1916. 

A Terrible Beauty:  
Culture and Revolution 
in Ireland 

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Arts

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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18 Watch

In this season of commemoration, The Works 
Presents takes its cue from the artists of the Celtic 
Revival whose pioneering work inspired a political 
revolution and placed Ireland and Irish culture firmly 
on the world stage. In this specially commissioned 
series of documentaries, six trailblazing Irish artists 
reflect on their journeys to date, and on what it 
means to be an Irish artist a century after this most 
defining moment in Irish history.

The Works Presents

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Arts

Format 
Six-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

Perhaps no other artist has captured the story 
of Ireland over the past half-century as closely 
as Christy Moore. In this deeply personal two-
act film, made by award-winning human rights 
documentary maker Mark McLoughlin, Christy 
Moore looks back, in song and interview, at the 
events that shook, and often shaped, modern-day 
Ireland. This is the story of Ireland in the second 
half of the century after independence, in the words 
and music of one of its best-loved artists. 

Christy Moore:  
Journey

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Arts and Music

Format 
Two-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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RTÉ One’s Nationwide will feature three special 
hour-long programmes in the week leading up to 
Easter 2016. One will feature the story of Fr Joseph 
Mallin who, aged 102, is the only person born to 
one of the 1916 leaders still alive. Another will 
look at the origins, meaning and relevance today 
of the Proclamation, the National Anthem and the 
Tricolour. A third programme will examine how 
Dublin was rebuilt after its partial destruction  
in 1916.

Nationwide

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
Three-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player   
RTÉ News Now



20 Watch

Joe Duffy uncovers the tragic stories of the 38 
children killed during the Easter Rising. Aged 
from 2 to 16, from every class and corner of Dublin 
life, they were more than just collateral damage. 
A century on, the sense of loss and outrage is 
undimmed, as we retrace and respect their lives  
and deaths.

Children of  
the Revolution

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

Over 200 women fought or served with the rebel 
forces in Easter 1916. Most of them have been 
forgotten, and some were airbrushed out of history. 
But many of these females left vivid and evocative 
accounts of the conflict. So too did several of the 
civilian women who were caught in the crossfire. 
This documentary will tell the story of Easter 1916 
through the eyes of seven women, including the 
passionate rebel leader Constance Markievicz, 
the ace sniper Margaret Skinnider, the battalion 
commander Rose McNamara and the civilian 
eyewitness Lilly. 

7 Women

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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A challenging and controversial documentary 
presented by Michael Portillo offers a new 
perspective on the seismic events in 1916. Portillo 
will delve through the archives to construct a film 
that will incorporate much of the available visual 
record, but the context will concentrate on how 
the British military and political classes reacted to 
events in Ireland. Digging out the human drama 
from the archives, The Enemy Files goes to the heart 
of the intelligence that the British State had access 
to prior to the 1916 rebellion.

The Enemy Files

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

Broadcasters Ryan Tubridy and Anne Doyle, actor 
Fiona Shaw and football manager Jim McGuinness 
will travel back to their homesteads to discover 
what particular connection their county has with 
the events of 1916, and what the people of their 
county are planning to commemorate it. 

Ireland’s Rising

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Documentary

Format 
Four-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player



22 Watch

Known for its role in the Rising of 1916, the GPO is 
a national icon. But beyond this, it is a busy post 
office, with a loyal clientele and a dedicated staff 
who ensure the passage of letters and parcels, 
occasionally act as tour guides, and often provide a 
friendly face and listening ear. 
 Filmed over six months, this observational 
documentary series follows the lives of those 
who work inside the most historical post office in 
Ireland, and those who travel from near and far to 
avail of its many services. 

Inside the GPO (working title) 

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
Six-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

This documentary, presented by historian Catriona 
Crowe, Head of Special Projects at the National 
Archives, will provide a snapshot of Ireland in the 
first few months of 1916 and create a picture of 
what ordinary lives were like at this extraordinary 
time. What was the historical context that led to the 
Rising? What was happening and impacting upon 
the lives of the vast majority of people who would 
have no hand in the revolution? 

Ready for Revolution?

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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In early 2015 RTÉ2, in association with Yellow 
Asylum Films, invited entries for a national 
television essay competition with the aim of 
presenting new visions of the future, seeking 
creative ideas about how that future might actually 
be shaped for the public good. The selected essays 
will be produced as a three-part series by first-time 
directors, and will be broadcast on RTÉ2 and on  
RTÉ.ie in 2016.

21/16 Vision

Service 
RTÉ2  
RTÉ.ie

Category 
Factual

Format 
Three-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

The Rubberbandits’ Guide to 1916 is a comedy 
documentary that tells the stories, both big and 
small, famous and obscure, of Irish revolution, 
through the skewed eye of the Rubberbandits.  
It is divided into ‘Rubberbandit Guides to’ specific 
historical moments – from the roots of the Rising to 
the armed conflict and political aftermath. In each 
one the Bandits explore and re-enact (and frequently 
get wrong) key moments in Irish history. Funny, edgy 
and informative, the programme blends the comedy 
of the Bandits and the history of the country together 
in a compelling and unique way.

The Rubberbandits’ 
Guide to 1916

Service 
RTÉ2

Category 
Comedy

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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With a distinctive 
schedule of 1916-themed 
content for younger 
viewers, RTÉ2 will offer  
a contemporary 
perspective on 1916,  
with a mix of comedy, 
innovation and enquiry.
Bill Malone
Channel Controller, RTÉ2
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26 Watch

#WHOAMI takes us to the underbelly of the world 
of 18–34 year-olds, seeking a unique perspective 
on what it means to be Irish in 2016.  
 It asks seven of Ireland’s top social media 
influencers (across Facebook, YouTube, Twitter 
and Instagram) to tell us what it means to them. 
These key influencers will put a call out to their 
own followers to create and submit material. 
Blending interviews with an array of received 
content, the programme offers an insight into 
what it means to be Irish in 2016.

#WHOAMI

Service 
RTÉ2

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

New Generation 
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On Tuesday, 15 March 2016, every secondary school 
in Ireland will celebrate Proclamation Day, a one-
day event when students will be invited to write 
a new proclamation for 2016. They will be asked 
to reflect the values, hopes and aspirations of 
their generation in 2016, starting with an analysis 
of the ideals, principles and aspirations of the 
Proclamation. In collaboration with RTÉ2’s Two 
Tube and RTÉ 2fm, this project will invite people 
aged 12–17 to create a one-minute film or audio 
piece that documents or interprets their personal 
response to Proclamation Day. 10 films will be 
selected and broadcast on Two Tube, and ten audio 
pieces will be broadcast on RTÉ 2fm. All of the 
contributions will be gathered and woven into a 
half-hour documentary. 

Proclamation Day (working title)

Service 
RTÉ2  
RTÉ 2fm

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

Funded by Ireland 2016



28  Watch

Swipe TV, RTÉ2’s flagship series for 7–12 year 
olds, launched a national competition inviting 
primary schools to write a short drama based 
on the events of 1916. Entrants are invited to 
submit a 60-second filmed extract and a 300-
word synopsis of their play to a judging panel. 
A shortlist of entries will be made available 
via Swipe TV, with an online public vote to 
decide the winners. The winners will appear 
on the programme, and stage a performance 
of the winning play at the Abbey Theatre. In 
conjunction with the Department of Education 
and Skills, the Abbey Theatre and the 2016 All-
Ireland Schools Drama Competition. 

Swipe TV

Service 
RTÉ2

Category 
Young People’s

Format 
Inserts within  
Series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ2  
Swipe TV App

New Generation 

Funded by Ireland 2016
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30 Watch

Eight children will spend 24 hours in the lives of 
their ancestors in 1916. Stripped of all modern 
trappings, they will undertake 10 challenges 
typical for a 1916 child in an immersive adventure 
that will reconnect today’s children with the 
reality of the past. Decked in Edwardian garb – 
from comical undies to itchy shirts – and dropped 
into 1916 conditions without electricity, running 
water or inside toilets, there’ll be laundry to 
handwash, fuel to collect, meals of coddle and 
offal, and parlour games, rounded off with a night 
on scratchy horsehair mattresses in a dorm-style 
room. Combining fun and challenge with living 
history, this programme will offer genuine insight 
into what life was like for children 100 years ago. 

1916 Children (working title)

Service 
RTÉ2  
RTÉ.ie

Category 
Young People’s

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player  
RTÉ.ie

New Generation 

Funded by Ireland 2016
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A series of short films that explore and reflect life 
as it was in 1916 for young people. Filmed from 
the perspective of a child, and shot at locations 
such as the Tenement Museum and St Enda’s  
Park, the series will also introduce cultural 
objects from the National Museum of Ireland’s 
1916 collection to young children. 

Kidspeak

Service 
RTÉjr & RTÉ2

Category 
Young People’s

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player

Funded by Ireland 2016



32  Television

On RTÉ Radio 1 the  
voices of the past and 
present will combine to 
commemorate and celebrate 
the legacy of the men and 
women of 1916, through a 
truly vast schedule of drama, 
documentary, music and 
current-affairs programming.
Tom McGuire 
Head of RTÉ Radio 1
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Listen 

Across RTÉ’s four primary FM services, 
and RTÉ’s digital radio services, RTÉ 1916 
will come to life in sound across a rich 
range of arts, documentary and current-
affairs programming.  
Broadcast details will be announced closer to transmission.



34 Listen

Across RTÉ Radio 1’s daytime schedule the key 
events of the 1916 Easter Rising will be marked, 
debated and celebrated. The Ryan Tubridy Show, 
Today with Sean O’Rourke, Liveline, The Ray D’Arcy 
Show, Drivetime, The Marian Finucane Show and 
Sunday with Miriam will each put their distinctive 
stamp on RTÉ 1916.

In these monthly items, editors of Handbook of the 
Irish Revival, Declan Kiberd and P.J. Mathews, will talk 
about the cultural revival that took place in Ireland 
between 1891 and 1922. With the help of actors, they 
will explore key political and cultural texts that 
influenced the road to an independent Ireland.
 There will also be regular contributions on 
different themes in the lead-up to the 2016 centenary.

Today with  
Sean O’Rourke

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Current Affairs

Format 
Monthly items

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

RTÉ Radio 1  
Daytime 
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36 Listen

The Rising on RTÉ 2fm

Service 
RTÉ 2fm

Category 
Entertainment

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

RTÉ 2fm will cover Easter Weekend 2016 as if the 
events of Easter 1916 are happening live in 2016. 
All shows, news and social media channels will 
have the urgency and drama of the moment, and 
the station will delve into the National Archives 
for famous and not so famous recollections, and 
retell them for today’s younger audience.
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38 Listen

A Disturbed State of Affairs, written by Joe O’Byrne, is 
a radio play about the Rising based on fire brigade 
logs starting on 24 April 1916, and progressing 
through the subsequent days.

Drama on One:  
A Disturbed State 
of Affairs

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Drama

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

The First British Soldier Killed is a radio play by Dylan 
Tighe, which follows the last days of the first British 
soldier killed during the Easter Rising.

Drama on One: 
The First British  
Soldier Killed 

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Drama

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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A live special from the Round Room of The Mansion 
House in Dublin, as part of RTÉ 1916: Reflecting the 
Rising event, sees Diarmaid Ferriter and guests 
offer a comprehensive overview of the history of 
Anglo-Irish relations in front of a live audience. 
This is the first in a seven-part series.

One Hundred  
Years of Anglo-Irish  
Relations 

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Factual

Format 
Seven-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

A series of one-minute drop-ins each day over 
Easter Weekend 2016 will consist of eyewitness 
accounts of the Rising and life at the time.

Eyewitness Accounts  
of the Rising

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio 1
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Astonishing and largely unknown, this is the 
story of how the Irish rebellion of 1916 provided 
a blueprint for an armed revolution in India, 
Britain’s largest colony, bringing closer than ever 
the inevitable demise of the British Empire.
On the 14th anniversary of the 1916 Rising, a 
group of revolutionaries called the IRA (Indian 
Republican Army) undertook to re-enact the 
Irish rising in a town in west Bengal in British 
India. They did not know any Irish people and 
had never travelled to Ireland nor had they had 
contact with any Irish person but they used 
Dan Breen’s book My Fight for Irish Freedom and 
other available fragments of Irish revolutionary 
literature as manuals to stage an armed rebellion 
unprecedented in Indian history. This rebellion 
triggered a wave of militant struggle for 
independence among a growing faction in  
India that was frustrated with Gandhi’s non-
violent philosophy. 

Documentary on One: 
An Easter Re-Rising

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1 

Category 
Documentary

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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Frongoch internment camp in Wales was a 
makeshift place of imprisonment during World 
War I. Until 1916, it housed German prisoners of 
war but in the wake of the 1916 Easter Rising in 
Dublin, it was used as a place of internment for 
approximately 1,800 Irish prisoners, among them 
such notables as Michael Collins and Arthur 
Griffith. 
 During their time in Frongoch, the Irish 
prisoners held a GAA inter-county football 
championship, with the final played between 
Kerry and Louth. This documentary finds and tells 
the full story of what happened behind bars. It is a 
story of politics, sport and the GAA.

Documentary on One: 
The All-Ireland Behind 
the Barbed Wire 

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1 

Category 
Documentary

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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John Bowman explores RTÉ’s radio archives and 
reflects on 1916.

Bowman: Sunday 8.30

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

This reimagining and interpretation of 
contemporary popular songs of  1916 by a selection 
of Irish bands and solo artists is an RTÉ Radio 1 and 
RTÉ 2fm co-production, presented by Fiachna Ó 
Braonáin and Louise McSharry.   

The Songs of  
the Century 

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1 
RTÉ 2fm

Category 
Music

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

Two special Miscellanies will consider 1916, with the 
second programme recorded as-live in the National 
Opera House, Wexford.

Sunday Miscellany 

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Arts & Music

Format 
Two-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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In a live special from St Ann’s Church in Dawson 
Street Dublin, Niall MacMonagle and guests will 
tease out the course of a hundred years of Irish 
poetry, accompanied by readings and live music. 
Part of RTÉ 1916: Reflecting the Rising event.

Windharp:  
A Hundred Years 
of Irish Poetry

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Arts

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

This broadcast of composer Simon O’Connor’s song 
cycle Left Behind from Kilmainham Royal Hospital 
on International Women’s Day showcases this 
unique set of songs, marking the centenary of the 
Rising through poems and the experiences of the 
wives of the rebel leaders.

Widows of the Rising 

Service 
RTÉ Radio 1

Category 
Music

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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Audiences will have a unique opportunity to 
encounter the music of Irish composers written 
between 1916–2016, during a three-week period 
in September 2016, performed at the National 
Concert Hall and broadcast on RTÉ lyric fm. 
Presented by Bord na Móna in association with 
RTÉ and the National Concert Hall, the festival 
will include 6 major orchestral concerts given 
by the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra and 
RTÉ Concert Orchestra and a further 20 concerts 
featuring choral, instrumental, song and chamber 
music given by a range of performers including 
the RTÉ Philharmonic Choir, RTÉ Cór na nÓg and 
the RTÉ Contempo Quartet.

Composing the Island
 
A century of music in Ireland

Service 
RTÉ Orchestras 
Quartet & Choirs
RTÉ lyric fm

Category 
Music

Format 
Concert series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

The RTÉ Concert Orchestra and Chamber Choir 
Ireland will perform the Mozart Requiem under the 
baton of John Wilson. The concert will be broadcast 
live from Dublin on RTÉ lyric fm as part of RTÉ 1916: 
Reflecting the Rising event. 

Mozart Requiem

Service 
RTÉ lyric fm
RTÉ Concert  
Orchestra

Category 
Music

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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Tá RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta ag reachtáil comórtas 
do scoileanna dara leibhéal le tacaíocht ón Roinn 
Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta, le clár 
raidió i nGaeilge a léiriú le Éirí Amach na Cásca 
1916 mar théama. Leagfar amach sna hiarratais an 
smaoineamh faoin gclár agus roghnófar an cúig 
iarratas is fearr. 

A competition for secondary schools, with the 
assistance of the Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, saw schools nationwide consider a 
theme involving the 1916 commemorations. The 
five best submissions were chosen to produce the 
five programmes within the series. 
 

Comórtas Raidió Éire 
1916–2016

Service 
RTÉ Raidió  
na Gaeltachta

Category 
History

Format 
FIve-part series 

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player

Cláracha Gaeilge
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Déanfar taifead ar an tsraith os comhair lucht 
éisteacht sna ceantair Ghaeltachta éagsúla, agus 
beidh deis ag daoine ceisteanna a chur ag deireadh 
an chláir. Cathaoirleach agus triúr ar phainéal a 
thabharfaidh a gcuid tuairimí faoi ábhair éagsúla a 
bhaineann le Éirí Amach 1916.

Seven programmes, each recorded before an 
audience in one of the seven Gaeltacht regions, 
will present different topics around 1916, 
providing an opportunity to the various guests 
to give their opinion as part of a discussion panel. 
The programmes will conclude with a number of 
questions from the audience. 

Éirí Amach 1916 – 
Ceisteanna, Tuairimí 
agus Freagraí

Service 
RTÉ Raidió  
na Gaeltachta

Category 
Factual

Format 
Seven-part 
series 

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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Cláracha Gaeilge

Briathar, beart agus oidhreacht príomh théamaí 
na gclár. Déanfaidh lucht staire réamh thaifead ar 
na cláracha. Craolfar na cláracha go luath i 2016. 
Foilseofar na léachtaí i bhfoirm leabhair a bheas 
réidh don gCáisc 2016. Is iad Cló Iar Chonnachta 
atá i mbun eagraithe don tsraith agus RTÉ Raidió 
na Gaeltachta i bpáirt leo maidir le taifead agus 
craoladh. 

This special series deals with Patrick Pearse and 
his association with the Irish language, his words, 
his actions and his legacy. The project, organised 
by Cló Iar Chonnachta in partnership with RTÉ 
Raidió na Gaeltachta, will record papers delivered 
by historians and academics dealing with the topics 
involved. The various talks will be published in 
book form and will be available by Easter 2016.  

Tá CIC ag déanamh comhordú ar na cainteoirí  
maidir le hábhar na gclár.  CIC is co-ordinating  
the lectures.

An Piarsach agus 1916

Service 
RTÉ Raidió  
na Gaeltachta

Category 
Factual

Format 
Twelve-part  
series 

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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Sa sraith seo tugann scríobhneoirí an lae inniu 
leargás ar na smaointe agus an dearcadh atá 
acu i leith Éirí Amach 1916. Cloisfear ceol na 
linne agus píosaí eile a bhfuil ceangal acu leis an 
tréimhse sin. Sa sraith cloisfear Alan Titley, Tadhg 
Mac Dhonnagáin, Peadar Ó Riada, Dr. Róisín Ní 
Ghairbhí, Dr Ian Malcolm agus Áine Ní Ghlinn. 

In this two-part series we feature Irish writers who 
have written an audio column on their thoughts, 
memories and anything else to do with the 1916 
Rising. Music from the time is included.

Mise & 1916

Service 
RTÉ Raidió  
na Gaeltachta

Category 
Current Affairs

Format 
Two-part series

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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Cláracha Gaeilge

Cé hiad oidhrí polaitiúla cheannairí 1916? Eagrán 
beo de Cormac ag a Cúig le Cormac Ó hEadhra 
agus painéal cainteoirí ó dhearcaí polaitiúla 
éagsúla ag plé na ceiste. Craolfar an clár ó lár 
Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath agus beidh lucht 
éisteachta i láthair.  

Which politicians today are the inheritors of the 
1916 leaders? Cormac Ó hEadhra will be joined by 
a panel of guests with different political views to 
discuss the impact of the 1916 Rising on modern-
day politics. This will be a live radio broadcast from 
a Dublin city centre location, with an audience.

Cormac ag a Cúig

Service 
RTÉ Raidió  
na Gaeltachta

Category 
Current Affairs

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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RTÉ 1916: Reflecting the 
Rising will commemorate 
and celebrate our collective 
history in the city where 
it took place, with family-
friendly activities, music, 
dance, street theatre, 
exhibitions, walking tours 
and hundreds of talks for 
people of all ages.
Lorelei Harris 
Head of Arts and Cultural Strategy, RTÉ 
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Take Part 

Following the spectacular success of 
RTÉ Road to the Rising event in 2015, 
RTÉ will again take to the streets with a 
large-scale series of public events.  
Events and broadcast details will be announced closer to transmission.
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RTÉ will present live coverage of the military 
ceremonies at the GPO, which will include a
reading of the Proclamation, a wreath laying by the 
President of Ireland, a march past by members of 
the Defence Forces, An Garda Síochána and other 
State Emergency Services, and which will conclude 
with an Air Corps flypast. RTÉ Radio 1 will follow 
the State events across its daytime schedule with 
discussion and live reports.

Easter Ceremonies  
at the GPO

Service 
RTÉ One
RTÉ Radio 1
RTÉ News Now
RTÉ.ie
RTÉ Player

Date 
Sunday 27 March

This remembrance ceremony will have a cultural 
element, with music, poetry and song, live on  
RTÉ One.

Garden of  
Remembrance  
Ceremony

Service 
RTÉ One

Date 
Saturday 26 March
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Throughout the period, RTÉ News will be covering 
events commemorating the 1916 Rising. RTÉ 
News will have special features and programmes 
on the days of the executions of the 1916 leaders, 
with examinations of their lives and political 
ambitions.

RTÉ News 

Service 
Across all RTÉ Services
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Broadcast live on RTÉ One and RTÉ.ie from the 
Capuchin Priory, Church Street, Dublin. In 1916, 
Capuchin friars ministered to many of the rebels 
during and after the Rising, right up to the rebels’ 
executions. But Capuchins also worked alongside 
British forces as chaplains during  World War I and 
were trusted by all sides. 

Live Easter Vigil Mass  
Saturday 26 March

Mass For Easter Sunday  
Sunday 27 March 

Service 
RTÉ One
RTÉ.ie
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Presented by the Arts Council and RTÉ, in 
association with the National Museum of Ireland, 
the Association of Irish Choirs and Music 
Generation, as part of Ireland 2016.
 On Easter Sunday 2016, in Collins Barracks, 
Dublin, 1,000 voices from all over Ireland will join 
with the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra in 
presenting a major new orchestral and choral work 
commissioned by RTÉ, from composer Shaun Davey 
and writer Paul Muldoon.
 It will be broadcast on RTÉ One and RTÉ Radio 1.

Á chur i láthair ag an gComhairle Ealaíon agus RTÉ, 
i gcomhar le hArd-Mhúsaem na hÉireann, Cumann 
Náisiúnta na gCór agus Music Generation, mar 
chuid d’Éire 2016.
  Domhnach Cásca 2016, tiocfaidh aon mhíle 
guth as gach cearn den tír le chéile le Ceolfhoireann 
Náisiúnta RTÉ i nDún Uí Choileáin, Baile Átha 
Cliath, chun mórshaothar nua ceolfhoirneach 
agus córúil arna chumadh ag Shaun Davey agus 
Paul Muldoon a chur i láthair. Is dóigh go mbeidh 
an cheolchoirm saor in aisce seo ar cheann de na 
buaicphointí de chomóradh na bliana 1916.  

A Nation’s Voice

Service 
RTÉ One 
RTÉ Radio 1
RTÉ National 
Symphony  
Orchestra

Category 
Music

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Radio Player
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’16 Letters is an innovative and ambitious digital 
humanities project, gathering correspondence 
in the year of the Rising from ordinary people, 
private collections and national archives. It 
provides new and often very personal perspectives 
on 1916. RTÉ will stage a 75-minute landmark 
television event, with an invited audience, at 
the GPO on O’Connell Street. The audience will 
include the descendants of the letter writers of 
1916, adding a personal and emotional perspective 
to stories that will play out via big screen 
sequences throughout the programme. 

’16 Letters

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Factual

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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RTÉ 1916: Reflecting the Rising is a large-scale 
multi-locational public event that will take place 
in Dublin on Easter Monday 2016, with hundreds 
of talks, walking tours, music, dance, street art, 
street theatre, and moments of reflection and 
celebration.
 RTÉ 1916: Reflecting the Rising aims to 
provide Irish people of all ages with a one-
day canvas on which to explore the Rising and 
our relationship with it, both historically and 
contemporaneously. In locations on both sides of 
the River Liffey and on the river itself, the event is 
a public invitation to commemorate, to celebrate 
and to understand this significant moment in our 
collective history.

RTÉ 1916:  
Reflecting the Rising

Service 
On Street Event 

Partners: Ireland 2016, Office of Public Works, Dublin City Council, Transport for Ireland 

Date 
Monday 28 March
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A live musical spectacular, broadcast on RTÉ One 
from the Bord Gáis Energy Theatre will tell the story 
of the 1916 Rising and the foundation and building 
of our country. It will also incorporate pre-recorded 
elements from locations around Dublin, Ireland 
and the world. 

Centenary 

Service 
RTÉ One

Category 
Entertainment

Format 
One-off special

Online/Mobile 
RTÉ Player
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Remembrance  
Ceremony at  
Glasnevin Cemetery
 RTÉ will present live multi-camera coverage of the 
Interfaith Service at the Remembrance Walls in 
Glasnevin Cemetery to honour all those who lost 
their lives in the 1916 Rising.

Service 
RTÉ One
RTÉ Radio 1
RTÉ News Now
RTÉ.ie
RTÉ Player

Date 
Sunday 3 April 
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RTÉ’s live multi-camera coverage of the ceremony 
at Liberty Hall will capture the contribution of 
the Irish Citizen Army and James Connolly to the 
events of 1916.

Liberty Hall 
Ceremony

Service 
RTÉ One
RTÉ Radio 1
RTÉ News Now
RTÉ.ie
RTÉ Player

The commemorative event taking place at Arbour 
Hill will include Requiem Mass with interfaith 
prayers at the graveside of the 14 leaders of the 1916 
Rising, and a wreath laying by the President.

Commemorative 
Ceremony

Service 
RTÉ One
RTÉ Radio 1
RTÉ News Now
RTÉ.ie
RTÉ Player

Date 
Tuesday 29 March

Date 
Sunday 24 April
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RTÉ All Ireland Drama Festival 2016
The RTÉ All Ireland Drama Festival is in its seventh 
decade, and takes place annually in Athlone, 
Co Westmeath. RTÉ is the proud title-sponsor, 
an association that received a Best Long Term 
Partnership nomination at the 2015 Allianz Business 
to Arts Awards.
 As part of the 2016 festival, the RTÉ All 
Ireland Drama Festival has extended an invitation 
to all transition year students in the midlands to 
participate in the third year of the RTÉ All Ireland 
Drama Festival Schools Playwright Competition.  
To mark the centenary of 1916, the festival is looking 
for one-act plays on the theme of freedom. 
 As well as prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd best 
scripts, the winning play will be performed as part 
of the RTÉ All Ireland Drama Festival Fringe, with 
friends, family and host school invited to attend.  
For more information visit www.dramafestival.ie.

RTÉ Supporting the Arts
Through the RTÉ Supporting the Arts scheme, RTÉ 
supports over 100 arts and cultural events around 
the country annually. Through a mix of radio and 
television advertising airtime, online and mobile 
advertising, social media support and on-the-ground 
activation, RTÉ offers arts organisations, local 
festivals, performance groups and others valuable 
advertising space that might otherwise be beyond 
their reach. In so doing, RTÉ provides a popular 
platform for the promotion of the arts. 
 RTÉ Supporting the Arts will support a range 
of 1916-themed events in 2016, from museum 
exhibitions to touring dramatic productions. For 
more information on the scheme, visit www.rte.ie/
about/supportingthearts.
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Following the successes of World War I on RTÉ 
and RTÉ Road to the Rising, an ambitious mobile 
website will provide access to all of RTÉ’s 1916 
content.
 The site will have an interactive map of key 
events of the 1916 Rising, eyewitness accounts and 
profiles of the people involved.
 RTÉ.ie/1916 will allow access to all RTÉ 
programming, output and events across all 
platforms. It will also highlight content from Century 
Ireland, the online historical newspaper. 
 A range of potential projects is being explored, 
including a photographic exhibition centred on 
memories of Ireland in 1916.

RTÉ.ie/1916 and  
Century Ireland 
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RTÉ Player will be home to a dedicated 1916 
collection featuring documentaries, drama and news 
coverage throughout the centenary celebrations. 
National events will be made available live and  
on-demand through RTÉ Player International, 
connecting the Irish diaspora to home throughout 
the year.

During the 1950s and the 1960s RTÉ radio and 
television recorded interviews with participants in 
and witnesses of the Easter Rising. In the lead-up 
to the 100th anniversary of the Rising, RTÉ Archives 
will make some of this content available at  
www.rte.ie/archives.
 RTÉ Archives will also make more of these 
eyewitness accounts and testimonies available 
online for Easter 2016.

RTÉ Player 

RTÉ Archives 
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Our Thanks





www.rte.ie/1916


